CHAPTER XLVII

THE DEATH OF SHAHU AND THE FALL
OF THE BHOSLES

A   D. 1740 TO 1750

WHILE the French were thus laying the foundations upon
which the English were afterwards to build up their
eastern empire, various causes had prevented any action
by Shahu's government. The king's last years were
embittered by the ceaseless quarrels of his surviving wives
Sakwarbai and Sagunabai. In the early years of his
reign the king hacTkept a considerable establishment. As
I have already mentioned, he nuy^tedjjj^^
camp two wives Ambikabai. and Savitrabai, and took a
mjstge^^                       On his arrival in the Deccan lie

married two more wives Sakwarbai and Sagunabai.v He
also took into his zanana two dancing girls Lakshmibai
and Sakhu. He had by Sagumabai a legitimate son
Samtfiiajr*who died in infancy and a daughter Gajrabai,
who married into the Bande family. By his mistress
Lakshmibai he had two sons Yosaji and Kusaji, to whom he
gave the subha of Shirala in the Satara district, By Virubai
he had a daughter Rajasbai, whom the king gave in
marriage to one Shankarji Mahadik. The Shahu had
always treated Virubai rather as a queen than a concubine
and she ruled with a rod of iron over the inmates of the
royal zanana. But Virubai died in 1740. By this time
both Shahu's earlier wives were dead and mutual hatred
divided the two surviving queens Sakwarbai and Sagunabai.
The fault was undoubtedly the former's. By nature
Sagunabai was mild and forgiving. But she revolted